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John Williams returns to conduct the Marine Band in a special 210th
Anniversary gala concert. Look inside for program information and historical

facts about “The President’s Own.”



C O V E R S T O R Y

Academy award-winning
composer and Conductor
Laureate of the Boston Pops John

Williams will return to the podium of
“The President’s Own” at 8 p.m., Sunday,
July 20 at the John F. Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts in Washington,
D.C., to help celebrate the United States
Marine Band’s 210th anniversary. This is
the second time that the legendary
conductor will lead the band in a
performance of his music.

“When considering the options for
observing our 210th anniversary, I
couldn’t help but reflect upon how much
fun we had celebrating our 205th with
John Williams,” said Director Colonel
Michael J. Colburn. “It turns out that he
enjoyed the experience as much as we
did, and was eager to reprise his role as
the host of our birthday party!”

“The invitation to conduct these
outstanding musicians confers on me a
very great honor, and fills me with what I
hope is a permissible level of pride,” said
John Williams. “I’m delighted to be
joining the celebration of one of our
nation’s most outstanding artistic
institutions, and I look forward to what
is certain to be a joyous musical
reunion.”

Much like the Marine Band’s 205th
anniversary concert conducted by
Williams in 2003, this program will be
packed with many of the composer’s
award-winning film scores. However,
Williams’ incredible collection of the
most popular film music in history has
allowed for a completely different
program for this year’s concert.

The first half of the concert will
feature a special performance of an
original suite from one of Williams’
earliest film scores, The Reivers. The
1969 movie, starring Steve McQueen, is
set in Mississippi at the turn of the
century and is based on William
Faulkner’s coming-of-age novel of the

same title. At the request of Williams,
former Wyoming Senator Alan Simpson
will provide the narration for this unique
piece.

Although Williams is best known
for his film scores, his career started on
the East Coast as a jazz musician.
Williams was born in New York and
moved to Los Angeles in 1948 where he
attended the University of California, Los
Angeles and Los Angeles City College,

while studying composition privately
with Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco. After
service in the United States Air Force,
Williams returned to New York to attend
the Juilliard School, where he studied
piano with Madame Rosina Lhevinne
and performed extensively throughout
the city as a jazz pianist.

Williams returned to Los Angeles,
where he began his career in the film
industry, working with such luminaries
as Bernard Herrmann, Alfred Newman,
and Franz Waxman. He also wrote music
for many television programs in the
1960s, winning four Emmy Awards for
his work. Williams has composed the
music and served as a music director for
more than one hundred films. He has
received 45 Academy Award
nominations, most recently for his scores

to Memoirs of a Geisha and Munich,
making him the Academy’s most
nominated living person. He has been
awarded the Oscar five times, along with
seven British Academy Awards, 20
Grammys, four Golden Globes, and
numerous gold and platinum records.

One of Williams’ most recognizable
Oscar and Grammy nominated works
will open the concert: March from
Superman. Following the march will be
excerpts from the 1977 science fiction
film Close Encounters of the Third Kind,
starring Richard Dreyfuss. This film was
Williams’ third collaboration with
writer/director Steven Spielberg,
preceded only by The Sugarland Express
in 1974 and Jaws in 1975. All three film
scores helped solidify Williams’ position
in the industry and the concert will
highlight music from each movie.

Concert goers might recognize one
selection from the 2003 program: the
jovial March from 1941. Composed for
Spielberg’s 1979 comedy starring Jim
Belushi and Dan Aykroyd, this march is
a favorite of the composer and was one
of the personal highlights from his first
performance with the band.

The second half of the program will
feature music from some of Williams’
most famous collaborations with George
Lucas and Steven Spielberg, as well as a
dazzling demonstration of the intricate
process of scoring for film. Using a giant
movie screen mounted over the Marine
Band, Williams will conduct the music to
scenes from Indiana Jones, Star Wars,
Harry Potter and E.T. (the Extra-
Terrestrial) while images from the
movies play along.

“The United States Marine Band is
one of the finest music ensembles that
our country has produced,” proclaimed
Williams. “The band consistently
matches the highest artistic standards of
our finest symphony orchestras, and it is
to the everlasting credit of the Marine

continued on page 5

210th Anniversary

Williams conducted the Marine Band
during its 205th anniversary concert.
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Quotable Quote

White House
Highlights

Recent appearances by
“The President’s Own” at the

White House include:

� Women’s History Month
Reception

� Easter Sunday Services at Camp
David

� Easter Egg Roll
� NCAA Football Champions

Louisiana State University Visit
� Spring Garden Tour
� Commander-in-Chief ’s Trophy

Presentation
� President Thomas Jefferson’s

265th Birthday Celebration
� Arrival Ceremony for Pope

Benedict XVI
� Dinner in Honor of Catholic

Leaders
� Environmental Youth Awards
� Wounded Warriors Project Event
� NFL Champions New York Giants

Visit
� Teacher of the Year Awards
� Cinco de Mayo Reception
� 2008 Westminster Dog Show

Winner Event

210 Age of the Marine Band on July 11,
2008

6,934 Patrons who attended the
Marine Band’s eight-concert Living
History series in 2008

32 Number of the original “drums and
fifes” designated in the Act of Congress
establishing the United States Marine
Band on July 11, 1798

159Members of “The President’s Own”
in 2008, including musicians from the
Marine Band and Marine Chamber
Orchestra, as well as the support staff.

442 Number of musicians that have
auditioned to become a member of the
“The President’s Own” since January
2007. Seven have been accepted.

1891 The year the Marine Band went
on its first tour

3,434Miles traveled by the Marine
Band on its 2007 Northeast tour. This
year the band will tour the Midwest.

13 The age of John Philip Sousa when
he joined the Marine Band as an appren-
tice musician

137 Number of marches written by
17th Director John Philip Sousa

100 Average number of times the
Marine Band plays “The Stars and
Stripes Forever” in a single year

27 Number of Marine Band Directors

1 Number of female conductors of “The
President’s Own”

53,338 NOTES subscribers

50,000 Number of pieces in the
Marine Band Library. It is the largest

working music library in the world.

23 Number of recordings in the Marine
Band’s educational discography. To listen
to our CDs, visit
http://www.marineband.usmc.mil/audio
_resources/index.htm.

1801 The year the Marine Band
made its White House debut

42 Number of Presidents for whom the
Marine Band has performed

52 Times that “The President’s Own”
has participated in the Presidential
Inauguration

1 Number of Presidents who
conducted the Marine Band. President
George W. Bush conducted the band in
John Philip Sousa’s March, “The Stars
and Stripes Forever” at the White House
Correspondents Dinner on April 26,
2008. In his remarks, President Bush
said, “And one thing we all share…is a
tremendous appreciation for our people
in uniform, an appreciation symbolized
by the United States Marine Band, which
is celebrating its 210th anniversary this
year. I love the band, and so I’m going to
say my farewell to you by doing some-
thing I’ve always wanted to do, and I do
it in the spirit of our shared love for this
country.”

210 Years Old and Counting: The Marine Band by the Numbers

“The United States
Marine Band is one of

the finest music
ensembles that our

country has produced.”
−Composer and
Conductor John

Williams

BY JONATHAN ERNST—REUTERS
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P R O G R A M H I G H L I G H T S

Marine Band
U.S. Capitol, West Terrace
Wednesday, July 9 at 8 p.m.
Sylvan Theater
Thursday, July 10 at 8 p.m.

Captain Michelle A. Rakers, conducting

William Schuman
“Be Glad Then, America” from
New England Triptych

Ron Nelson
Savannah River Holiday Overture

Donato Lovreglio/trans. Kidd
Fantasia on Themes from
Giuseppe Verdi’s La traviata
SSgt Christopher Grant, clarinet soloist

Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky/trans. Knox*
Waltz from Eugene Onegin

Marine Chamber Orchestra
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert
Hall and Arts Center
NVCC Alexandria Campus
Saturday, July 12 at 7:30 p.m.

Major Jason K. Fettig, conducting

Jean Sibelius
Andante Festivo, Opus 117a

Lars-Erik Larsson
Concertino for Horn, Opus 45, No. 5

SSgt Jennifer Paul, soloist

compiled by Benjamin Britten
Variations on an Elizabethan Theme,
“Sellenger’s Round”

Edvard Grieg
Two Lyric Pieces from Opus 68

Miklós Rózsa
Concerto for String Orchestra, Opus 17

Marine Dixieland Band
U.S. Capitol, West Terrace
Wednesday, July 16 at 8 p.m.
Sylvan Theater
Thursday, July 17 at 8 p.m.

Turner Layton/lyrics Creamer
“Way Down Yonder in New Orleans”

Kenneth Casey and Maceo Pinkard
“Sweet Georgia Brown”

Leon René, Otis René, and
Clarence Muse
“When It’s Sleepy Time Down South”

James F. Hanley/lyrics MacDonald
“Indiana”

Turner Layton/lyrics Creamer
“After You’ve Gone”

Spencer Williams
“Basin Street Blues”

James M. Black/lyrics Purvis
“When the Saints Go Marching In”

Marine Band
Concert Hall
John F. Kennedy Center
for the Performing Arts
Sunday, July 20 at 8 p.m.
Tickets required. Doors open at
7:45 to non-ticketed patrons

A program of music by John Williams,
conducted by the composer

John Stafford Smith/lyrics Key
The National Anthem,
“The Star-Spangled Banner”

March from Superman

Excerpts from Close Encounters
of the Third Kind

Suite from The Reivers
narrated by former Wyoming Senator

Alan Simpson

March from 1941

Liberty Fanfare

“Out to Sea” and “Shark Cage Fugue”
from Jaws

Techniques of Film Scoring:
Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade

“Harry’s Wondrous World” from
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone

Theme from The Sugarland Express

Tribute to George Lucas and Steven
Spielberg

Jaws
Star Wars
Raiders of the Lost Ark
E.T. (the Extra-Terrestrial)

Marine Band
U.S. Capitol, West Terrace
Wednesday, July 23 at 8 p.m.

Major Jason K. Fettig, conducting

Karl L. King
March, “Ponderoso”

Giuseppe Verdi/trans. Cailliet
Overture to Nabucco+

Felix Mendelssohn/trans. Fox*/
ed. Heffler*
Concertpiece No. 1 in F minor, Opus 113

GySgt William Bernier and
SSgt Joseph LeBlanc, clarinet soloists

Eric Whitacre
Sleep

Alexander Arutiunian/arr. Meij
Tuba Concerto

GySgt Mark Thiele, soloist

Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky/trans. Hindsley
March from Symphony No. 6 in B minor,
Opus 74, Pathétique

+Selections available for download or
streaming on www.marineband.usmc.mil
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Marine Band
U.S. Capitol, West Terrace
Wednesday, July 30 at 8 p.m.
Sylvan Theater
Thursday, July 31 at 8 p.m.

Captain Michelle A. Rakers, conducting

Clare Grundman
“Concord”

Gilbert Vinter/trans. Questad*
“Hunter’s Moon”

MSgt Amy Horn, horn soloist

Eric Whitacre
“October”

Henk Badings
Flute Concerto

MGySgt Gail Gillespie, soloist

Richard Wagner/ed. Schaefer
Huldigungsmarsch

Marine Big Band
U.S. Capitol, West Terrace
Wednesday, August 6 at 8 p.m.
Sylvan Theater
Thursday, August 7 at 8 p.m.

GySgt Alan Prather, conducting

Hoagy Carmichael
“Star Dust”

Duke Ellington
“Take the ‘A’ Train”

Pat Metheny
“Every Summer Night”

George Gershwin/lyrics Heyward
“I Loves You, Porgy” from
Porgy and Bess

SSgt Sara Dell’Omo, mezzo-soprano

Miles Davis
“Four”

Marine Band
U.S. Capitol, West Terrace
Wednesday, August 13 at 8 p.m.
Sylvan Theater
Thursday, August 14 at 8 p.m.

Major Jason K. Fettig, conducting

John Philip Sousa*
March, “The Federal”

Richard Wagner/trans. Godfrey
Entry of the Gods into Valhalla from
Das Rheingold

Johann Strauss Jr./trans. Männecke
“Perpetuum mobile,” Opus 257

Henri Rabaud/trans. Gee
“Solo de Concours”
GySgt Frederick Vare, clarinet soloist

Nicolai Rimsky-Korsakov/
trans. Hindsley
Capriccio espagnol, Opus 34

Marine Chamber Orchestra
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert
Hall and Arts Center
NVCC Alexandria Campus
Saturday, August 16 at 7:30 p.m.

Captain Michelle A. Rakers, conducting

Felix Mendelssohn
Sinfonia No. 12 in G minor

Antonín Dvořák
Serenade in E for Strings, Opus 22

Marine Band
U.S. Capitol, West Terrace
Wednesday, August 20 at 8 p.m.
Sylvan Theater
Thursday, August 21 at 8 p.m.

Captain Michelle A. Rakers, conducting

Morton Gould/trans. Lang
“American Salute”

Philip Sparke/arr. Maldonado
“Pantomime”
SSgt Ryan McGeorge, euphonium soloist

Robert Muczynski/trans. Niepoetter*
“Time Pieces,” Opus 43

MSgt Jay Niepoetter, clarinet soloist

George Whitefield Chadwick/
trans. Claus
“Jubilee” from Symphonic Sketches+

Marine Band
Lincoln Memorial
Tuesday, August 26 at 6 p.m.

Colonel Michael J. Colburn, conducting

Aaron Copland
Lincoln Portrait

Marine Band
U.S. Capitol, West Terrace
Wednesday, August 27 at 8 p.m.

Colonel Michael J. Colburn, conducting

Program to be determined. For updates,
please visit www. marineband.usmc.mil.
This performance is the final outdoor
summer concert of 2008.

All concerts are free and open to the
public. Schedule is subject to change.

* Member, U.S. Marine Band

4

Staff Sergeant Sara Dell’Omo sings a
song from “The Music Man” during a
summer concert at the Sylvan Theater
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Birthday: May 6
Hometown: Boston
Family status: Wife, Mardith and
children Andrew and Caroline
Education: BFA from the University of
Minnesota in Minneapolis, MM from
Northwestern University in Evanston
Joined the band: January 1988
Self-portrait: Funny, intense, goal driven,
relentless, passionate
Greatest accomplishment: Making my
living for 27 years as a professional
musician
Walter Mitty fantasy: Playing John
Williams’ English Horn Concerto, as yet
unwritten, but I’ve asked him to please
write one
Most memorable moments in band:
Going to the Soviet Union in 1990 and
playing for John Williams in 2003

Inspiration: My mom, as she sang and
hummed opera tunes when I was grow-
ing up, and my dad for buying records of
the music that I would come to love and
cherish.
Favorite movie: Amadeus
Who would play you in a movie: Rowan
Atkinson, also known as “Mr. Bean”
Best-kept secret: I didn’t start playing
the oboe until age 20. I started on the
trumpet at the age of 8, and went on to
play French horn in high school.
Hobbies: Photography, watching movies,
caring for my yard
Most influential teacher: Richard
Killmer, professor of oboe at the Eastman
School of Music in Rochester, N.Y., and
Ray Still of Northwestern University, and
principal oboe of the Chicago Symphony
Orchestra
Professional experience before the band:
Solo English horn and associate principal
oboe in the State of Mexico Symphony
Orchestra, 1981; solo English horn and
associate principal oboe in the Hong
Kong Philharmonic, 1981-1987
Books at bedside: My children’s bedtime
books. We do our reading here together
at night.
Favorite piece of music: I love movie
music. Anything I’m currently listening
to which, at the moment, is Dmitri
Shostakovich’s 8th Symphony.
Last words: “Remember me with smiles,
not tears.”

MSgt Mark Christianson
Oboe/English Horn

S T A F F L I N E S

In Memoriam
Master Gunnery Sergeant Robert
Stuart, USMC (Ret.), passed away
on April 9, 2008. He was a percus-
sionist with the Marine Band from
1955-1978, acting as principal for
many of these years. From 1942-
1945 he served with the Seventh
Army Band in Europe—General
George S. Patton’s Band—and the
Air Force Band from 1949-1955.

Promotion
To Corporal: Administration clerk
Tyce Havens of Fort Myers, Fla.

Lincoln Portrait
The Marine Band will perform
Aaron Copland’s Lincoln Portrait at
6 p.m., Tuesday, Aug. 26 at the
Lincoln Memorial as a prelude to
the bicentennial celebration of
Abraham Lincoln’s birth.

The work interweaves narrative
excerpts from several Lincoln
speeches, including the Gettysburg
Address, annual messages to
Congress, and the Lincoln-Douglas
debates. Narrators for the piece have
included such notable figures as
James Earl Jones, Gregory Peck, and
National Public Radio’s Fred Child,
who performed the selection with
the Marine Band on Jan. 6, 2002 at
the University of Maryland.

July
March of the Month
March, “The Loyal Legion”
John Philip Sousa*

Director’s Choice
Scherzo Capriccioso
Antonín Dvořák/trans. Knox*

August
March of the Month
To be determined.

Featured Soloist
Variations on “The Carnival of Venice”
Amilcare Ponchielli/arr. Howey

Featured Downloads

Available for download at www.marineband.usmc.mil

Corps that it has maintained and
nurtured its beloved band over so
many glorious years.”

The concert is free, but tickets
are required. Doors will open at 7:30
p.m. and ticket holders must be
seated by 7:45 p.m. At this time,
tickets become void and non-
ticketed patrons will be admitted on
a first-come, first-serve basis. For
directions and parking information,
please visit www.kennedy-
center.org.

continued from page 1


